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Winter Concert

Kendall Hall, The College of New Jersey
3:00 PM, December 15, 2024

The GPYO Concert Orchestra

Mrs. Judith Morse, Conductor

The New World Symphony, Mvt. IV Antonin Dvordk, Arr. R. Meyer
Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven, Arr. R. Meyer
Espana Caii Arr. M.J. Issac
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The GPYO Symphonic Orchestra

Mr. Joseph Pucciatti, Conductor

Die Zauberflote (The Magic Flute) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Carmen Overture Georges Bizet
Guillaume Tell Overtoure Gioachino Rossini
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The Concert Orchestra
Program Notes

Peer Gynt, an opera based on Henrik Ibsen’s play with music by Edvard Grieg, follows the
adventures of the titular character, Peer, a brash and imaginative Norwegian youth. The story
unfolds as Peer embarks on a journey of self-discovery, driven by his fantasies and selfish desires.
He abandons his mother, Aase, and his true love, Solveig, to pursue wealth and fame. Along the
way, he encounters trolls, mythical creatures, and exotic lands, living a life of deception and
indulgence. However, as he ages, Peer faces the consequences of his actions and struggles with
the meaning of his life. Ultimately, it is Solveig’s unwavering love and forgiveness that offer him
redemption. Combining Norwegian folklore with themes of identity and morality, Peer Gynt
remains a timeless exploration of the human condition.

Antonin Dvordk’s SymphonyNo. 9 in E Minor, ”From the New World”, commonly known as
The New World Symphony, is a richly evocative work that reflects the composer’s impressions
of America during his time there in the late 19th century. Inspired by Native American melodies,
African American spirituals, and the vast landscapes of the United States, the symphony blends
elements of Dvordk’s Czech heritage with the music and culture he encountered in the New
World. The famous Largo movement, often associated with the song ”Goin” Home,” exudes
nostalgia and longing, while the vibrant Scherzo and Finale capture the energy and optimism of a
burgeoning nation. Balancing lyricism with dramatic intensity, The New World Symphony is
celebrated as a bridge between European traditions and the emerging American musical identity,
resonating as a universal expression of cultural fusion and human connection.

Ode to Joy, the climactic choral finale of Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 in D Minor,
is a powerful celebration of unity, brotherhood, and the triumph of the human spirit. Set to
Friedrich Schiller’s poem ” An die Freude,” the movement begins with a quiet and reflective
melody that gradually grows into an exuberant declaration of joy. Beethoven’s groundbreaking
inclusion of a full choir and vocal soloists in a symphony was revolutionary, blending orchestral
grandeur with the expressive power of the human voice. The music unfolds as a journey from
struggle to elation, symbolizing hope and universal harmony. As the chorus proclaims, ” All men
become brothers,” the symphony transcends its time, resonating as a timeless anthem of peace
and togetherness. With its iconic themes and emotional depth, Ode to Joy has become one of the
most celebrated and recognized pieces in the classical repertoire, inspiring generations around
the world.




The Symphonic Orchestra

Program Notes

The Magic Flute (Die Zauberflote), composed by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, is a fantastical
opera that weaves a tale of love, enlightenment, and the triumph of good over evil. The story
follows Prince Tamino, who, with the help of a magic flute and his comical companion Papageno,
embarks on a quest to rescue Princess Pamina, the daughter of the Queen of the Night. Tamino
and Pamina must undergo trials of wisdom and virtue to prove their worthiness and devotion.
Along the way, the Queen of the Night reveals her dark intentions, pitting herself against the
benevolent Sarastro, the ruler of the temple of light. Through courage and harmony, Tamino and
Pamina achieve spiritual enlightenment and true love, while Papageno finds his own earthly
happiness. Filled with enchanting melodies and themes of love, sacrifice, and the pursuit of
knowledge, The Magic Flute is celebrated as one of Mozart”s greatest masterpieces.

Carmen, an opera by Georges Bizet, tells the passionate and tragic tale of the fiery gypsy
Carmen and her tumultuous relationships. Set in Seville, Spain, the story begins with Carmen
captivating the attention of Don José, a dutiful soldier. Swayed by her charm, he abandons his
post and his former love, Micaéla, to be with her. Their romance is intense but short-lived, as
Carmen’s free-spirited nature drives her toward the charismatic bullfighter, Escamillo.
Consumed by jealousy and unable to accept her rejection, Don José confronts Carmen outside
the arena where Escamillo performs. In a tragic climax, José’s unrelenting obsession leads him to
stab Carmen, killing her as the crowd inside cheers Escamillo’s victory. With its memorable arias
and powerful themes of love, freedom, and fate, Carmen remains one of the most beloved works
in the operatic repertoire.

William Tell (Guillaume Tell), an opera by Gioachino Rossini, is a stirring tale of patriotism,
love, and rebellion set in Switzerland under Austrian oppression. The story follows William Tell,
a skilled marksman and symbol of Swiss resistance, who becomes embroiled in a struggle for
freedom against the tyrannical Austrian governor, Gessler. The opera’s most iconic moment
comes when Tell is forced to shoot an apple off his son’s head to prove his loyalty. Despite the
peril, Tell’s courage inspires his fellow countrymen to rise up against their oppressors. Amidst
the political turmoil, the love story of Arnold, a conflicted Swiss patriot, and Mathilde, an
Austrian noblewoman, adds emotional depth. With its dramatic arias, stirring choruses, and the
famous overture, William Tell captures the spirit of heroism and the quest for liberty, making it a
timeless masterpiece of the operatic repertoire.




Mr. Joseph Pucciatt
Artistic Director and Conductor, The GPYO Symphonic Orchestra

Joseph Pucciatti is a Trenton-born pianist, teacher, conductor, and
composer. Co-Founder of Boheme Opera NJ with his wife Sandra, he is in
his 35th season at the artistic helm of Boheme Opera. During his tenure,
he has conducted multiple performances of 27 of the legendary works of
the opera repertoire for the main stage

In 2008, Joseph collaborated with former Artistic Director of American
Repertory Ballet Graham Lustig in their critically acclaimed production of
Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story. In 2009, he conducted the company
debut of Gilbert and Sullivan with The Pirates of Penzance. In 2013, he
directed and conducted the company’s debut of Mozart’s The Magic Flute,
introducing HD technology to BONJ’s main stage via original artwork and
animation created exclusively for Boheme by virtual master J. Matthew
Root, who continues to imagine new virtual sets for the company.

He is a Recipient of the New Jersey Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award and has been honored as Entertainer of the Year by the Italian
American National Hall of Fame. Host of Boheme Opera’s popular Pre-
Curtain Talks for many years, Joseph just retired after 45 years as a career
music teacher for the Trenton Board of Education. A staunch advocate of
instrumental music in the public schools, he founded the Trenton Central
High School Orchestra 29 years ago, which was nominated for an
Educational Grammy in 2019.

In 2021, Joseph was the Recipient of the Community Engagement Award
presented by Princeton University and The Pace Center for Civic
Engagement. In June 2023, he was honored by The Pace Center for Civic
Engagement for outstanding service to the community as a music educator
of extraordinary accomplishment and dedication, as they announced the
Joseph Pucciatti Prize for Community Engagement in the Arts. The Prize
is awarded annually to a graduating Princeton University senior whose love
of community, artistic imagination, and passion for mentorship.




Mrs. Judith Morse
Conductor, The GPYO Concert Orchestra

Judith Morse was trained in the Russian tradition of string pedagogy, utilizing the Leopold Auer
methods at the Manhattan School of Music and Columbia University under Raphael Bronstein and Dr.
Samuel Applebaum. Ms. Morse also studied conducting with notable instructors such as Anton
Coppola, George Manahan, Adrian Gnam, Julius Kalmar, and Yuji Yusawa. She learned the Ilya Musin
technique of conducting from Leonid Korchmar at the Kirov Ballet and the Leningrad Conservatory, as
well as from Oleg Proskurnya at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. Additionally, Ms. Morse pursued
further conducting studies in Vienna with Julius Kalmar and Yuji Yusawa, where she received a diploma.
She was also one of ten conductors selected to study with Kurt Masur in New York.

Ms. Morse’s professional conducting experience includes roles as conductor and music director of the
Edison Symphony and Symphony of the Stars. She has conducted performances featuring internationally
renowned artists such as Los Romeros, Ann Jillian, The von Trapp Children, Jack Jones, Adele Anthony,
Clay Aiken (during his holiday tour), opera tenor James Valenti, Broadway’s Andrea Burns, and pianist
Wendy Fang Chen. Furthermore, Judith has conducted various professional orchestras including the
Beloit Symphony in Wisconsin, Macon Symphony in Georgia, Georgia State College Orchestra, Fort
Worth Symphony, and the Count Basie Orchestra.

Her teaching experience spans private studios, Rutgers Community Arts, Westminster Conservatory,
and the Amadeus Academy of Music, where she specialized in strings for K-12. As a teaching assistant to
Samuel Applebaum, she shared his methods of string pedagogy at various universities across the United
States. Her violin students have held positions as Concertmasters and members in the New Jersey Youth
Symphony, New Jersey Region Orchestra, All State Orchestra, Bucks County Youth Orchestra, Central
New Jersey Youth Orchestra, and the Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra. Many of her students have
won first place in solo competitions, and her youth ensembles have received National Gold Awards and
have been recognized as Grammy Signature finalists.

Ms. Morse has performed at prestigious venues such as Radio City Music Hall, Carnegie Hall, the
Kimmel Center, the Lyric Opera House in Baltimore, Tchaikovsky Hall in Russia, and Lincoln Center.
She has also collaborated with the Irish Philharmonic, the American Ballet Orchestra, and toured with
artists like Smokey Robinson, Aretha Franklin, Johnny Mathis, Frank Sinatra Jr., Mannheim
Steamroller, Anne Murray, Ann Jillian, Dawn Langstroth, LeAnn Rimes, Clay Aiken, Bobby Vinton,
Dionne Warwick, Anthony Kearns and the Irish Tenors, Patti LuPone, Marvin Hamlisch, Linda Eder, Il
Divo, Ronan Tynan, k.d. Lang, and the American Ballet Orchestra.
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Justin Way

Operations Manager

Judith Morse was trained in the Russian tradition of string pedagogy, utilizing the Leopold Auer
methods at the Manhattan School of Music and Columbia University under Raphael Bronstein
and Dr. Samuel Applebaum. Ms. Morse also studied conducting with notable instructors such as
Anton Coppola, George Manahan, Adrian Gnam, Julius Kalmar, and Yuji Yusawa. She learned
the Ilya Musin technique of conducting from Leonid Korchmar at the Kirov Ballet and the
Leningrad Conservatory, as well as from Oleg Proskurnya at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.
Additionally, Ms. Morse pursued further conducting studies in Vienna with Julius Kalmar and
Yuji Yusawa, where she received a diploma. She was also one of ten conductors selected to study
with Kurt Masur in New York.

Ms. Morse’s professional conducting experience includes roles as conductor and music director
of the Edison Symphony and Symphony of the Stars. She has conducted performances featuring
internationally renowned artists such as Los Romeros, Ann Jillian, The von Trapp Children, Jack
Jones, Adele Anthony, Clay Aiken (during his holiday tour), opera tenor James Valenti,
Broadway’s Andrea Burns, and pianist Wendy Fang Chen. Furthermore, Judith has conducted
various professional orchestras including the Beloit Symphony in Wisconsin, Macon Symphony
in Georgia, Georgia State College Orchestra, Fort Worth Symphony, and the Count Basie
Orchestra.

Her teaching experience spans private studios, Rutgers Community Arts, Westminster
Conservatory, and the Amadeus Academy of Music, where she specialized in strings for K-12. As
a teaching assistant to Samuel Applebaum, she shared his methods of string pedagogy at various
universities across the United States. Her violin students have held positions as Concertmasters
and members in the New Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey Region Orchestra, All State
Orchestra, Bucks County Youth Orchestra, Central New Jersey Youth Orchestra, and the
Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra. Many of her students have won first place in solo
competitions, and her youth ensembles have received National Gold Awards and have been
recognized as Grammy Signature finalists.




Lily B
Orchestra Assistant

Judith Morse was trained in the Russian tradition of string pedagogy, utilizing the Leopold Auer
methods at the Manhattan School of Music and Columbia University under Raphael Bronstein
and Dr. Samuel Applebaum. Ms. Morse also studied conducting with notable instructors such as
Anton Coppola, George Manahan, Adrian Gnam, Julius Kalmar, and Yuji Yusawa. She learned
the Ilya Musin technique of conducting from Leonid Korchmar at the Kirov Ballet and the
Leningrad Conservatory, as well as from Oleg Proskurnya at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.
Additionally, Ms. Morse pursued further conducting studies in Vienna with Julius Kalmar and
Yuji Yusawa, where she received a diploma. She was also one of ten conductors selected to study
with Kurt Masur in New York.

Ms. Morse’s professional conducting experience includes roles as conductor and music director
of the Edison Symphony and Symphony of the Stars. She has conducted performances featuring
internationally renowned artists such as Los Romeros, Ann Jillian, The von Trapp Children, Jack
Jones, Adele Anthony, Clay Aiken (during his holiday tour), opera tenor James Valenti,
Broadway’s Andrea Burns, and pianist Wendy Fang Chen. Furthermore, Judith has conducted
various professional orchestras including the Beloit Symphony in Wisconsin, Macon Symphony
in Georgia, Georgia State College Orchestra, Fort Worth Symphony, and the Count Basie
Orchestra.

Her teaching experience spans private studios, Rutgers Community Arts, Westminster
Conservatory, and the Amadeus Academy of Music, where she specialized in strings for K-12. As
a teaching assistant to Samuel Applebaum, she shared his methods of string pedagogy at various
universities across the United States. Her violin students have held positions as Concertmasters
and members in the New Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey Region Orchestra, All State
Orchestra, Bucks County Youth Orchestra, Central New Jersey Youth Orchestra, and the
Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra. Many of her students have won first place in solo
competitions, and her youth ensembles have received National Gold Awards and have been
recognized as Grammy Signature finalists.




Krystal Vaughan

Orchestra Assistant

Judith Morse was trained in the Russian tradition of string pedagogy, utilizing the Leopold Auer
methods at the Manhattan School of Music and Columbia University under Raphael Bronstein
and Dr. Samuel Applebaum. Ms. Morse also studied conducting with notable instructors such as
Anton Coppola, George Manahan, Adrian Gnam, Julius Kalmar, and Yuji Yusawa. She learned
the Ilya Musin technique of conducting from Leonid Korchmar at the Kirov Ballet and the
Leningrad Conservatory, as well as from Oleg Proskurnya at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.
Additionally, Ms. Morse pursued further conducting studies in Vienna with Julius Kalmar and
Yuji Yusawa, where she received a diploma. She was also one of ten conductors selected to study
with Kurt Masur in New York.

Ms. Morse’s professional conducting experience includes roles as conductor and music director
of the Edison Symphony and Symphony of the Stars. She has conducted performances featuring
internationally renowned artists such as Los Romeros, Ann Jillian, The von Trapp Children, Jack
Jones, Adele Anthony, Clay Aiken (during his holiday tour), opera tenor James Valenti,
Broadway’s Andrea Burns, and pianist Wendy Fang Chen. Furthermore, Judith has conducted
various professional orchestras including the Beloit Symphony in Wisconsin, Macon Symphony
in Georgia, Georgia State College Orchestra, Fort Worth Symphony, and the Count Basie
Orchestra.

Her teaching experience spans private studios, Rutgers Community Arts, Westminster
Conservatory, and the Amadeus Academy of Music, where she specialized in strings for K-12. As
a teaching assistant to Samuel Applebaum, she shared his methods of string pedagogy at various
universities across the United States. Her violin students have held positions as Concertmasters
and members in the New Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey Region Orchestra, All State
Orchestra, Bucks County Youth Orchestra, Central New Jersey Youth Orchestra, and the
Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra. Many of her students have won first place in solo
competitions, and her youth ensembles have received National Gold Awards and have been
recognized as Grammy Signature finalists.




